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On Shavuot, we celebrate the revela on of Torah, the revela on of a vision of a diﬀerent world.
Work for jus ce and libera on must be guided by revela on. Revela on we can understand as that
ﬂash we feel when we know something is true, that we have encountered something that will shake
us up and push us on into a new world. At Shavuot we wrestle with our most meaningful texts.
Some mes these texts are ones that aﬃrm a vision of the world that should be. Some mes they
are texts that make us wrestle with the challenges of this
From the second day of
world. We turn Torah around and round again to understand Passover un l Shavuot many
how it illuminates our lives, and at where our texts prompt
Jews count the Omer. This daily
us to go. That is the aim of the Vision for Black Lives. To get coun ng prac ce brings us from
us, all, to engage with what Black libera on could look like, our break for freedom in the
what changes it demands, what new world is possible if we Exodus into revela on at Mt.
transform this world into one that truly cherishes Black
Sinai at Shavuot. There is a link
lives. For Black Jews, this engagement is long overdue.
here, in our Jewish calendar,

between libera on and

When the Vision for Black Lives was released in 2016, many revela on, receiving texts that
members of Jewish communi es had strong reac ons to the challenge and inspire us,
way that Israel was characterized in the document. Many
direc ng us towards building a
never read the pla orm in its en rety. This reac on sparked world rooted in jus ce and
a Jewish na onal public debate that le out the voices of
libera on. This year at JFREJ, we
Black Jews, furthering the oppression experienced at the
add Juneteenth to this arc, to
intersec on of Judaism and Blackness. Black Jews in our
lead us from libera on at
community called on all of us to remain commi ed to the
Exodus (Passover) to revela on
Movement For Black Lives, to racial jus ce, and by extension, at Shavuot, to the con nued
to Black Jews, no ma er what. Since 2016, many of us have demand for repara ons at
had opportuni es to reﬂect, learn and wrestle as individuals Juneteenth. This is an arc that
and as a community—like our ancestor Jacob, we are a
bends towards jus ce.
people who wrestle, with God, with text, with each other.
Today, our call is to nurture a nuanced reading that can hold mul ple truths and, most importantly,
center the experiences and demands of Black people in the US and Black Jews, At the same me,
many of our non‐Jewish partners have deepened their understanding of our community in all of its
complexity and diversity, and of the import of resis ng an semi sm. We all know that nobody’s
free ‘ l everybody’s free, and that we need to work together for jus ce. JFREJ has supported all of
that development with our Understanding An semi sm resource and events. We are ready to
return to the text of the Vision For Black Lives and explore it with integrity, curiosity and respect.
Our goal is to focus on this study of the Vision for Black Lives, and to provide a strategy for
engaging that text Jewishly.
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Some communi es might ﬁnd that in order to engage deeply with the Vision for Black Lives, they
will also need to have a conversa on about an semi sm and the le . We encourage you to take
stock of your community and what it needs to be able to study the Vision for Black Lives on its own
terms. Coming out of our Understanding An semi sm resource, we have developed some ques ons
to help frame these conversa ons about an semi sm for this Shavuot study and directed at
engaging the Vision for Black Lives. On Shavuot, it is tradi on to stay up all night studying. We
encourage you to give these conversa ons the me they need, and also to structure your study so
that you can focus your community in the learning and explora on most needed.

How to Read This Guide
The Shavuot for Black Lives Guide is laid out like a page of Talmud. Around the Mishnah (the "Oral
Torah," the ﬁrst major compila on of rabbinic tradi ons), and the Gemara (a later rabbinic
commentary on the Mishnah), which are in the center of the Talmud page, there are a number of
commentaries and other sources that illuminate and give addi onal meaning to the central text. The
texts are in conversa on, ﬁgh ng,
declaring, clarifying, and exploring. They
range from law to analysis to commentary
to midrash (a kind of crea ve wri ng
based on biblical text). It all shines in on
the Mishnah and Gemara.
Our layout places the main policy pla orm
for the Repara ons and Invest‐Divest
sec ons of the Vision for Black Lives in the
middle, in the posi on of the Mishnah,
surrounded to the right by the pla orm
demands and background. We have added
our own commentary on how we are in conversa on with these ideas, in the posi on of Gemara.
Around it, you will ﬁnd supplementary text, including Jewish text, sec ons from recent wri ngs that
look at repara ons, divestment, and transforma ve jus ce. Not all types of text are on every page.

Where to use this text
We invite you to bring your friends and community together to study in a home, or at a cafe or
community center. To use this in your synagogue, havurah, or minyan; to bring it to people you
organize with and to study it with them. If it is in keeping with your prac ce, take photos of your
study and share/tweet using the hashtag #Shavuot4BlackLives. There are also tradi ons to eat
dairy dishes and sweet treats. Take me to wrestle, engage, ﬁnd the sweetness and vision, to ﬁnd
the sharp edges, and to celebrate the possibili es that emerge. What world can we create create if
we follow the path this vision reveals?
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You Will Need
If your Shavuot study will focus solely on the Vision for Black Lives, you will need:
• This Shavuot for Black Lives Guide
We recognize that not all of our
• A few full copies of the Vision for Black Lives
collec ve needs and visions can be
(policy.m4bl.org). The Movement for Black Lives
translated into policy, but we
website has many addi onal resources about each
understand that policy change is one
of the pla orm areas.
of many tac cs necessary to move us
• At least one copy of the Center for Popular
towards the world we envision. We
Democracy, BYP100, and Law for Black Lives report,
have come together now because we
Freedom to Thrive: Reimagining Safety and
believe it is me to forge a new
Security in Our Communi es
covenant. We are dreamers and doers
(populardemocracy.org; the report contains
and this pla orm is meant to
informa on and infographics about the budgets of
ar culate some of our vision...This
major US ci es, as well as examples of how invest‐
agenda con nues the legacy of our
divest for Black Lives could work), and
ancestors who pushed for repara ons,
• A copy of Rabbi Sharon Brous’ Op‐Ed “Why Jews
Black self‐determina on and
should support repara ons for slavery” (LA Times,
community control; and also propels
7 March 2018).

new itera ons of movements such as
eﬀorts for reproduc ve jus ce, holis c
healing and reconcilia on, and ending
violence against Black cis, queer, and
trans people. ‐ Vision for Black Lives

If you ﬁnd that your community needs to have a
conversa on about an semi sm before moving fully
and openly into this Shavuot for Black Lives study,
please also see our Understanding An semi sm
Shavuot Supplement and have on hand a copy of our Understanding An semi sm resource (jfrej.org/
understanding‐an semi sm).

Discussion Ques ons

• How do you see these texts in conversa on with each other? How do they illuminate the Vision for
Black Lives?
• When you wrestle with the text, what vision unfolds? What is powerful about the breadth of this
vision? What is challenging? What opportuni es does it lead us to?
• What would have to change about your life and our society in order to realize this vision?
• What is your way forward in this work? How does your own racial iden ty impact/shape your role?
• What repair is needed in our own Jewish communi es to a end to the work of repara ons? What
role must our Jewish communi es play in:
• Ending the wars against Black people?
• Moving the state to repair the harms that have been done to Black communi es in the form
of repara ons and targeted long‐term investments?
• Defunding of the systems and ins tu ons that criminalize and cage Black people?
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For 27 years, Jews For Racial & Economic Jus ce (JFREJ) has pursued racial and economic jus ce in New York
City by advancing systemic changes that result in concrete improvements in people’s everyday lives. We are
inspired by Jewish tradi on to ﬁght for a sustainable world with an equitable distribu on of economic and
cultural resources and poli cal power.
The movement to dismantle racism and economic exploita on will be led by those most directly targeted by
oppression. We believe that Jews have a vital role to play in this movement. The future we hope for depends
on Jews forging deep and las ng es with our partners in struggle.
For more informa on and to join JFREJ, go to jfrej.org.
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ִפּוּרים מְ ַכפּ ְִרין ֶאלָּא
ִ  אֵין הַתְּ שׁוּבָה ְו א יוֹם ַהכּThis includes [5 policy demands including]:
. וכַיּוֹצֵא ָבּהֶן... עַל ֲעבֵרוֹת שֶׁ בֵּין אָדָ ם לַמָּקוֹם1. Repara ons for the systemic denial of access to high quality
שׁבֵּין אָדָ ם ַל ֲחבֵרוֹ כְּגוֹן הַחוֹבֵל
ֶ  אֲ בָל ֲעבֵרוֹתeduca onal opportuni es in the form of full and free access for
 אֶ ת ֲחבֵרוֹ אוֹ הַמְקַ לֵּל ֲחבֵרוֹ אוֹ גּוֹזְלוֹ ְוכַיּוֹצֵאall Black people (including undocumented and currently and
 אֵינוֹ נִמְ חַל לוֹ לְעוֹלָם עַד שֶׁ יּ ִתֵּ ן ַל ֲחבֵרוֹ, ָבּהֶןformerly incarcerated people) to life me educa on including:
שׁ ֶה ֱחזִיר
ֶ  אַף עַל פִּי.ִירצֵּהוּ
ַ שּׁהוּא ַחיּ ָב לוֹ ו
ֶ  מַ הfree access and open admissions to public community colleges
 לוֹ מָ מוֹן שֶׁ הוּא ַחיּ ָב לוֹ צ ִָרי ל ְַרצּוֹתוֹ ְו ִלשְׁאלand universi es, technical educa on (technology, trade and
 אֲ פִלּוּ א הִקְ נִיט אֶ ת ֲחבֵרוֹ. מִ מֶּ נּוּ שֶׁ יּ ִמְ חל לוֹagricultural), educa onal support programs, retroac ve
 אֶ לָּא בִּדְ ב ִָרים צ ִָרי ְל ַפיּ ְסוֹ ְו ִלפְגּ ֹ ַע בּוֹ עַדforgiveness of student loans, and support for life me learning
 א ָרצָה ֲחבֵרוֹ ִל ְמחל לוֹ ֵמבִיא לוֹ. שֶׁ יּ ִמְ חל לוֹprograms.
2. Repara ons for the con nued divestment from,
שׁוּרה שֶׁל שְׁ שָׁ ה ְבּנֵי אָדָ ם מֵ ֵרעָיו וּפוֹגְעִין בּוֹ
ָ
 א נִתְ ַרצָּה ָלהֶן מֵ בִיא לוֹ. וּמְ בַקְּשִׁין מִ מֶּ נּוּdiscrimina on toward and exploita on of our communi es in
 א ָרצָה ְמנִיחוֹ וְהוֹ ֵל לוֹ ְוזֶה. שְׁ נִיּ ָה וּשְׁ לִישִׁיתthe form of a guaranteed minimum livable income for all Black
people...
 וְאִ ם ָהי ָה. שֶׁ א ָמחַל הוּא הַחוֹטֵאREPARATIONS: We demand
5. Legisla on at the federal and
 ַרבּוֹ הוֹ ֵל וּבָא ֲאפִלּוּ ֶאלֶף ְפּעָמִיםrepara ons for past and con nuing
state level that requires the US
י: משנה תורה ב. עַד שֶׁ יּ ִמְ חל לוֹharms. The government, responsible

There is no repentance or
to acknowledge the las ng
corpora ons and other ins tu ons that
atonement on Yom Kippur
impacts of slavery...
have proﬁted oﬀ of the harm they have
except for transgressions a
What is the problem?
inﬂicted on Black people—from
person commits against
• Educa on in the U.S. has
colonialism to slavery through food and
God...But for transgressions a
housing redlining, mass incarcera on, and always been a subversive act for
person commits against
surveillance—must repair the harm done. Black people. During
another person, like if one
enslavement we were legally
GBH: There is so much ongoing
injures, curses, steals from
barred from the most basic
conversa on about black fear under a
their neighbor, etc, that
forms of educa on including
white supremacist structure and white
person is never absolved un l fear that supports that structure (fear of
literacy. Post‐Civil War, and even
they make res tu on for what black bodies in par cular) that repara ons a er the Brown v. Board of
is owed to that person and
Educa on (1954) decision, Black
o en feels oﬀ the table. It seems like the
begs for forgiveness from
people have been locked into
fear is that by owning the genera onal
them. Even if they made
segregated ins tu ons that are
trauma and pain inﬂicted upon black folx
res tu on, they are obligated (and indigenous folx & others) in the name underfunded, under resourced
to pacify and beg forgiveness. of white manifest des ny, then black folx
and o en face severe health risk
Even if one only harmed
because of the decrepit
will turn around and inﬂict that kind of
another by words, they are
condi ons of their school
pain on white folx. It’s striking that the
obligated to pacify the person sages provide such a roadmap for
buildings.
and ask for forgiveness. If they naviga ng ques ons of reclaiming what is • The current racial equity gap in
don't want to forgive, bring
educa on has roots that date
stolen. We as black folx were a stolen
them to a commi ee of three people who are now woven deeply into
back to enslavement. [A recent
people and implore of them
the fabric of this United States‐‐how do we study] suggests that racial
and beg for forgiveness. If
educa onal inequali es may be
reclaim what is stolen from us without
they s ll do not want to
the most (measurable) enduring
forgive, bring them to a second and third legacy of slavery. The same study also veriﬁed ongoing income
commi ee. If they remain obs nate, leave inequality correlated to coun es where slavery was prevalent.
them alone and go on, the transgression is • ...Black students are less likely to a end schools that oﬀer
no longer theirs. And if [the one asking
advanced coursework, less likely to be placed in gi ed and
forgiveness] is their master, that person
talented programs, more likely to a end schools with less
should come, even a thousand mes, un l qualiﬁed educators, and employ law enforcement oﬃcers but no
they forgive them. ‐ Mishnah Torah 2:10
counselors.
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Transforma ve Jus ce: (1) Acknowledges One 11th century midrashic commentary (Lekah Tov Teruma
the reality of state harm; (2) Looks for
25:3) does state explicitly that the thirteen diﬀerent gi s
alterna ve ways to address/interrupt
incumbent on the Israelites to bring to the Mishkan correspond
harm, which do not rely on the state; (3) to the thirteen types of spoils God enabled them to take out of
Relies on organic, crea ve strategies that Egypt, as spelled out in a poe c reference by the prophet Ezekiel
are community created & sustained; (4)
(16:11–19). The Torah states that it is construc on of the
Transforms the root causes of violence,
Mishkan which enabled God to dwell among the Israelites in the
not only the individual experience.
desert (Exodus 25:8). From the perspec ve of Exodus, then,
taking
on the sins of our captors? The
‐ Shira Hassan
in macy with God for the
Won’t repara ons divide us? Not
sages teach (Gi n 55a) that we are to
Israelites was enabled by
any more than we are already
reclaim what is owed and allow room for repara ons...G*d insisted,
divided...What is needed is an airing the penitence of the thief. Is White
even absent a sustainable
of family secrets, a se ling with old America ready for penitence? KBF: To be procedure for repara ons,
ghosts. What is needed is a healing clear, if we were to eliminate all of the
that receiving repara ons
of the American psyche and the
economic injus ce, we s ll have people was essen al, regardless of
banishment of white guilt. What I’m who have been psychologically and
whether that context would
talking about is more than
spiritually trauma zed. MR: If there’s no produce a Golden Calf. That
recompense for past injus ces
a en on to the emo onal and spiritual is how disastrous it is, from
—more than a handout, a payoﬀ,
pain and damage, then it is like an
the Torah’s viewpoint, to
hush money, or a reluctant bribe.
incomplete t’shuvah. KBF: Right,
deny repara ons to people
What I’m talking about is a na onal Maimonides gives us guidance: First you vic mized by slavery. No
reckoning that would lead to
have to stop doing it. America hasn’t
rabbinic source ever
spiritual renewal. Repara ons would stopped enslaving black people. The 2nd claimed that the Golden Calf
mean the end of scarﬁng hot dogs
step is to actually apologize, it also
episode teaches that
on the Fourth of July while denying hasn’t done that. The 3rd step is that
repara ons were
the facts of our heritage.
you have to actually feel sorry for what unwarranted. The lesson is
Repara ons would mean the end of you did. And the 4th is that when the
that the jus ce of
yelling “patrio sm” while waving a same situa on comes again, you have to repara ons is so clear that if
Confederate ﬂag. Repara ons would decide to do something diﬀerent.
they are not disbursed in an
mean a revolu on of the American America hasn’t done that either. None of organized way, plundered
consciousness, a reconciling of our the process has happened. There’s never people are urged by G*d to
self‐image as the great democra zer been t’shuvah, America has never said
take them anyway, and if
with the facts of our history. ‐ Ta‐
I’m going to stop enslaving humans.
the ensuing chaos produces
Nahisi Coates, The Case for
calamity, such as the Golden Calf, alongside great achievement,
Repara ons, The Atlan c (June 2014)
such as the Mishkan, then so be it; G*d shares the fault. ‐ Aryeh
From HR 40 ‐ Commission to Study and
Bernstein, The Torah Case for Repara ons, Medium (March 2018)
Develop Repara on Proposals for African
Americans Act: (3.7)...the Commission shall address...(A) How such recommenda ons comport with
interna al standards of remedy for wrongs and injuries caused by the State [including full repara ons]; (B)
How the Government ...will oﬀer a formal apology on behalf of the people of the [US] for the perpetra on of
gross human rights viola ons and crimes against humanity on African slaves and their descendants; (C) How
Federal laws and policies that con nue to dispropor onately and nega vely aﬀect African‐Americans as a
group...can be eliminated; (D) How the injuries resul ng from ma ers described...can be reversed and
provide appropriate policies, programs, projects and recommenda ons for the purpose of reversing the
injuries; (E) How, in considera on of the Commission’s ﬁndings, any form of compensa on...is calculated; (F)
What form of compensa on should be awarded, through what instrumentali es and who should be eligible
for such compensa on; (G) How...any other forms of rehabilita on or res tu on to African descendants is
warranted and what the form and scope of those measures should take.
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This includes [7 policy demands including]:
1. A realloca on of funds at the federal, state and local
level from policing and incarcera on (JAG, COPS, VOCA) to
long‐term safety strategies such as educa on, local
restora ve jus ce services, and employment programs.
2. The retroac ve decriminaliza on, immediate release
and record expungement of all drug related oﬀenses and
pros tu on, and repara ons for the devasta ng impact of
the “war on drugs” and criminaliza on of pros tu on,
including a reinvestment of the resul ng savings and
School teachers shall be placed
DIVEST‐INVEST: We demand revenue into restora ve
in every province, district, and
investments in the educa on, health services, mental health services,
city. In any city where there’s no
and safety of Black people, instead of job programs and other
place for children to learn, the
investments in the criminalizing, programs...
people of the city are placed
caging, and harming of Black people. What is the problem?
under a ban un l they place
We want investments in Black • Drugs and pros tu on laws
teachers for the children. And if
communi es, determined by Black have consistently served as
they s ll don’t [place teachers],
communi es, and divestment from vehicles for criminalizing Black
the city is undone. The world is
exploita ve forces including prisons, people and communi es, and
maintained only by the breath of
fossil fuels, police, surveillance and have been used as tools of racial
school children. Send children to
proﬁling, discriminatory
exploita ve corpora ons.
be taught at 6 or 7 years old,
GBH: I read recently that by the middle enforcement, violence, extor on
according to the strength and
of century black wealth will be zero ‐ and abuse, and mass
development of the child. But
genera ons out of bondage and a incarcera on of Black people.
don’t send children less than 6
handful of genera ons from the civil They have also consistently been
years old to school…We don’t
rights movement and we’ll hit a cliﬀ. used to exclude and deny Black
stop children [from going to
The government that enslaved black people access to housing,
school] even to rebuild the
people and proﬁted from our forced employment, educa on, family,
Temple. ‐ Mishneh Torah 2:1‐2
labor con nues to not only exist but and community, while
There is abundant evidence that grow its economy. The corpora ons simultaneously failing to address
police and jails do not make
and universi es and ins tu ons that the needs of people struggling
communi es safe, and in many
invested in and proﬁted from our with addic on and survival.
cases actually undermine safety. enslavement con nue to exist and • ...The federal government [is]
Yet at the local, state, and
grow proﬁts. I want what is owed to quickly expanding police forces
na onal levels, signiﬁcant
black people because for hundreds of and jails...the Department of
por ons of public money are
years black people were only black Homeland Security (DHS) alone
dedicated to policing and
has given between $30 billion
incarcera on, while compara vely miniscule
and $40 billion in direct grants to state and local law
amounts are dedicated to the services,
enforcement [since 2001]...These funds are given with li le
resources, and infrastructure needed to keep
or no oversight and there is no accountability mechanism.
communi es healthy and safe...community
• ...There is no evidence that the massive spending on
members and organizers around the country
incarcera on reduces crime rates or keeps communi es
are ﬁgh ng for investments in the type of
safer. Studies do show that jobs and educa on make
cri cal resources that truly make communi es communi es stronger and keep them safer. Investments in
safe: healthcare, mental health services and
community based drug and mental health treatment,
treatment, educa onal opportuni es,
educa on, universal pre‐K, and other social ins tu ons can
aﬀordable housing, transit access, and
make communi es safer while improving life outcomes for
investments in youth. ‐ CPD, Freedom to Thrive all.
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מוֹשִׁיבִין מְ ַל ְמּדֵ י תִּ ינוֹקוֹת ְבּכָל ְמדִ ינָה וּמְ דִ ינָה
שׁאֵין
ֶ  ְוכָל עִיר.וּ ְבכָל ֶפּ ֶל וּ ֶפ ֶל וּ ְבכָל עִיר ָועִיר
בָּהּ תִּ ינוֹקוֹת שֶׁל בֵּית ַרבָּן ַמח ְִרימִין אֶ ת אַנְשֵׁי
 וְאִ ם א.ֵהעִיר עַד שֶׁ מּוֹשִׁיבִין מְ לַמְּ דֵ י תִּ ינוֹקוֹת
 שֶׁ אֵין הָעוֹלָם מִתְ ַקיּ ֵם.הוֹשִׁיבוּ מַ ח ְִרימִין אֶת ָהעִיר
:אֶ לָּא ְבּ ֶהבֶל פִּיהֶם שֶׁל תִּ ינוֹקוֹת שֶׁל בֵּית ַרבָּן
ַמ ְכנִיסִין אֶ ת הַתִּ ינוֹקוֹת ְלהִתְ לַמֵּ ד ְכּבֶן שֵׁשׁ ְכּבֶן
 וּפָחוֹת ִמבֶּן שֵׁשׁ אֵין.שׁבַע ְלפִי כּ ֹ ַח ַהבֵּן וּ ִבנְי ַן גּוּפוֹ
ֶ
 … וְאֵין מְ ַב ְטּלִין הַתִּ ינוֹקוֹת.ַמ ְכנִיסִים אוֹתוֹ
א–ב: משנה תורה ב.ַו ֲאפִלּוּ ְל ִבנְי ַן בֵּית הַמִּקְ דָּ שׁ

We need to transform all of A truly perverse aspect of this story is that just as past public policies created
the energy we currently put the racial wealth gap, current policy con nues to widen it. The federal
into war and punishment
government spends a fortune subsidizing wealth‐building ac vi es like paying
into crea ng solu ons for
for college, saving for re rement or buying a home, but most of those dollars
how to con nue on this
go to people who already have wealth. Since 1994, government spending on
planet. The me, the
wealth‐building has more than tripled—from $200 billion in 1994 to $660
energy, the money‐‐‐ we
billion last year...The costliest of those subsidies is the home‐mortgage tax
actually have all of that in
deduc on, and a 2013 study by the Na onal Priori es Project found that 77
abundance. What we lack
percent of those beneﬁts go to households with annual incomes between
is will. ‐ adrienne maree
$75,000 and $500,000. Similarly, an es mated two‐thirds of all public
brown, Emergent Strategy
subsidies for re rement savings go to those with incomes in the top 20
Since slavery, but especially percent of the distribu on. We’re spending a fortune on wealth building, but
bodies and black bodies were only very li le of it ends up bolstering the
in the age of mass
black property. I want black people to net worths of poor people and
incarcera on...[there has
been an] incredible increase be able to be whole people in America. people of color. ‐ Joshua Holland,
I want what is owed to black people "The Average Black Family Would
in the amount of spending
because I live in a tradi on of Judaism Need 228 Years to Build the Wealth
that goes to police
that says that it is right for oppressed of a White Family Today," The Na on
departments—to cages,
prisons and jails, correc ons people to be free, it is right for a thief (Aug. 2016)
to return the value of what is stolen, Between 1983 and 2013, the wealth
oﬃces, military equipment,
and surveillance equipment. and it is right to be penitent when I am of median Black and La no
At the same me, [there has a thief. KBF: To invest is to allocate households decreased by 75% (from
resources in the expecta on that it will $6,800 to $1,700) and 50% (from
been] divestment from the
social safety net, from social beneﬁt you in the future. America has $4,000 to $2,000), respec vely,
indeed beneﬁted from its investment while median White household
services and educa on to
in the exploita on of black bodies wealth rose by 14% (from $102,200
aﬀordable housing. What
makes our communi es safe through slavery, indentured servitude to $116,800). If current trends
and life long imprisonment. Levi cus con nue, by 2020 median Black and
is not more guns, more
25 gives us a blueprint for divestment. La no households stand to lose
police, or more cages, but
We count 49 years, like we count 49 nearly 18% and 12%, respec vely, of
employment opportuni es,
days between Pesach and Shavuot, the wealth they held in 2013. In that
safe housing, jobs,
and at the 50th year, it will be jubilee. same meframe, median White
educa on, restora ve
The slave must be freed. The land must household wealth would see an
jus ce. ‐ Marbre Stahly‐
Bu s, in Liza Bayless "Divest be returned. America must divest from increase of 3%...in just under four
exploita on and actually invest in the years from now, median White
From Prisons, Invest in
health, wealth and wellbeing of the households are projected to own 86
People" Yes! (Oct. 2016)
and 68 mes more wealth than Black
In 2015 [Communi es United people it has exploited.
for Police Reform (NYC)] worked with their diverse member groups to and La no households, respec vely.
‐ Erik Sherman, "Median Wealth Of
develop a set of priori es for how to be er invest $100M (the cost
associated with hiring a proposed 1000 new police oﬃcers) to reﬂect Black And La no Families Could Hit
Zero By The Middle Of The Century,"
the real needs of New Yorkers: Youth programs & services: Summer
Forbes (Sept. 2017)
youth programming (>$100M); Free lunch programs for all public
school students ($24M); A er school programs ($13.6M); Parental engagement ($7.1M); Housing, Human, &
Social Services: Beds for runaway and homeless youth ($4.5M); Legal representa on for housing court
tenants and immigrants in deporta on proceedings (>$100M); Public housing repairs ($300M); Alterna ves
to incarcera on programs ($6.8M); Higher Educa on: Invest in City University of New York ($150M);
Community & Economic Development: Social work outreach for elderly ($34M); Adult literacy programming
($5M) ‐ CPD Freedom to Thrive
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